[ ]

HENZERNEE

Cooperation Between Caritas and Parishes

H{th iR 75
Other Services

@

RENZEESFIRRERHNENTERBMNRAS  HEERERERHENARERM  BFED
FOtE EAZRNZZEINER-

RENEZRR2TENSRREBBNMNBRILSF FHEZHAE ER ZENHERE—E
2 -ZEERHERHEAEHEZEENZEENREZTER THEBRLVE REERMEE/IVE
MAZEH S TFRBFHMETNERL SRBEMRMIE-

Caritas and parishes, the social and pastoral arms of the Diocese respectively, work in partnership
to foster a family spirit of the Catholic Church. Together we initiate and work in partnership with each
other on matters relating to social concern, human development and charitable activities.

Regular group meetings are held with our parish partners to enhance communications and
strengthen cooperation between us. These meetings involve our brothers and sisters in Christ at all
levels namely, at the Diocese level, deanery level, parish level, and Caritas colleagues. The large team of
partners is managed by a Steering Group on Cooperation between our parish partners and ourselves,
and parish councils, and supported by dedicated groups such as Parish Social Concern Groups,
our Local Parish Liaison Teams and Parish Social Service of our Social Work Services Division.
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The Parish Social Service is responsible for providing social work services to assist parishes in

carrying out the social mission of the faithful. Family and individual counselling services, emergency
relief and training of volunteers are also provided for the parishioners.
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Social Work Services Division collaborates with parishes and Catholic groups on programmes
relating to the promotion of social concern and civic education in parishes, organizes educational
talks and arranges volunteering services to youths, families, elderlies and the underprivileged.
Colleagues of Social Work Services Division also participate in various working groups of the Diocese,
which include Diocesan Pastoral Commission for Marriage and the Family, Diocesan Committee for
Bioethics and Parish Social Concern Support Group.
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Provision of After-school Care Service at St. Jude’s Church for Families living in Sub-divided Units
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Many students living in the subdivided units in
North Point did not have sufficient space at home
to study due to the cramped living environment.
In view of this, Mutual Aid Centre for Single Parent Families collaborated with St. Jude’s Church, Hong
Kong Lasallian Family, and Order of Malta Hong Kong to help the students in need by providing
a comfortable learning environment for them.
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Outing activity at AIA Carnival

Starting from the academic year of 2023, classrooms at St. Jude’s Church have been opened from
every Monday to Friday in the afternoon for providing after-school care services. Retired teachers
from Hong Kong Lasallian Family would come to conduct tutorial class to students and help them
finish the homework. Foreign volunteers from Order of Malta Hong Kong would arrive at around 6 pm
to 7 pm to engage the students in games and encourage them to speak English so as to foster their
interests in learning English.

Moreover, different outdoor activities have been organized so that they could be able to connect
with the community and broaden their horizons.
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School Opening Assembly

[ 4 : EBEET

Pizza making activity
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Tutorial class for children conducting by retired teachers from Hong Kong Lasallian Family Couple Sharing
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Foreign volunteers of Order of Malta Hong Kong playing with the students
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Pre-marital and marriage convalidation courses are designed for couples who plan to marry in
Catholic Church. Apart from couple counselling and workshop, seminar delivered by priest or deacon
regarding Christian view on marriage, introduction talk on natural family planning and sharing session o
by couples are also organized.

In 2023 /2024, Caritas Family Service conducted 5 pre-marital courses, 6 marriage convalidation
courses and 5 seminars regarding Christian view on marriage, serving a total number of 133 couples.
Among them, 39 couples participated in pre-marital courses, 44 couples received pre-marital
counselling, 37 couples attended marriage convalidation courses, and 14 couples received marriage
convalidation counselling.
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